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TO: THE PUBLIC SERVED BY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY:

In the middle of the night of March 9-10, while a panel of the sense, and decency tells us that a strike is entirely inhumane and
Federal Conciliation Service was still working on the dispute, a uncivilized as a weapon where its use might destroy life and prop
small number of the leaders of Local 47, IBEW-AFL called a erty, and jeopardize the public defense, health, welfare and safety.
strike for 6:00 A.M., March 10, against the 3,000,000 people : iy
served by the Southern Calilf;l)rnia Edison Corlnpany. : A Strike Against the Many

This reckless, irresponsible, and potentially very dangerous )
action is the culminaticl))n of a determined campaign by this ig;\ma- for Pitifully Few Leaders \
ture and reckless group, extending.over the past several months, What these officials of Local 47, IBEW-AFL, are seeking to
and it is now obyious that this campaign of vilification, abuse, and secure through the use of the strike is called union shop, or “union
misrepresentation directed against their associates in the Com- security,” but primarily and in essence, they seek only more power
pany, had as its predetermined aim the strike which they have for themselves, over the Company, its employees, and hence over
now called. the public service vital to 3,000,000 Californians. Having demon-

The outstanding fact which proves the foregoing beyond ques- strated their inability wisely to use the power they now have,
tion is that throughout the so-called bargaining, this small group they seck to add greatly to that power. These particular local
or committee of Local 47, IBEW-AFL, made utterly and absurdly union officials seek not to do something for the Edison Company
impossible demands which neither the Management of Southern employees but to do something to them by depriving them of more
California Edison Company, nor anyone else, had the right, power of their freedom.
and authority to meet. Witheut receding from those impossible So far as their monetary demands are concerned, they are so
demands, this group has now called this strike. impossible as to raise seriously the question of whether they are

presented in good faith. The CIO Union, which represents another
“ " ’” 3 group of Edison employees, some weeks ago accepted the offer
A “'Save-Face” Strike Call of anpincrcase of 5% or $15.00 per month—whichever is greater—

Back of the strike also is the fact that a new, inexperienced, which the Company also has made to the officers of Local 47,
immature and emotional young man was elected to the leadership IBEW-AFL and which thus far has been rejected by them. With
of this Local 47, IBEW-AFL, less than a year ago. He imme- that increase the employees of this Company will be receiving
diately began to make inflammatory statements, and impossible the highest average pay of any comparable Company in the United
promises as to what he was going to deliver. Thus he worked him- States. Furthermore, the working conditions, ahd the medical and
/ , Y self and his small group of associates into a position where they hospital and other benefits received by Edison employees are

SO : e . ' v : were promising the moon and threatening a strike to get it. They recognized as outstanding in their quantity and quality.

This complete story of Pacific Telephone in 1952 is yours for the asking at your were finally so far out on the limb that their very position depended i
Pacific Telephone Business Office. on their going to the unbelievable length to which they have now Potential Damage Greater than Earthquakes

gone in order to “save face.” If the officials of Local 47 of IBEW-AFL had the power to
cause a major disaster such as an earthquake in this territory in

1952: A Year of Telephone Progress for You . Reckless and Irresponsible Action Y0k i pr el e B¢ S ks Cippeny 4 St

The strike is a weapon of such dangerous potentiality that it tolerated or condoned. Yet here we are today confronted with a
i is inconceivable that it would be lightly resorted to under any strike which could cause damage far in excess of any damage
We've been building fast to bring still more service, N7 S i - ! circumstances; but that it should be resorted to at all when it from all the earthquakes which we have experienced in our his-
still bett ; " g ; threatens to stop the delivery of electric energy absolutely essen- tory in this area—damage not alone to the company’s property,

er service, to all the Pacific West 7 , tial to the life of a modern community, is shocking beyond words. but damage of even greater proportions to the property and life
: 4 g 7 , The interruption of production of some commodities and services of the community of three million population which we serve.
At work today in the Pacific West are more tele- . - . ' , can go on for some weeks before the general public is seriously d - P
phones than ever before in history. And the B W T O hurt. But the interruption of the service of electricity to any con- Service to be Maintained SO far as Possible
service they provide is better than ever, too. ; . | "0 , sumer or group of consumers,~whether in the home, hospital, on The officials of the company are firm in their conviction that
,For 1952 was a year of progress for Pacific : A . , 4 ‘ the farm, office building, store, factory, or for operation of traffic in the face of this strike it would be a very mistaken policy to give
Telephone, as have been all the years since the X, AR : signals, water pumps, or refrigeration plants—can cause serious these men the additional power over the public welfare which
end of World War Two. Because the telephone [N o e damage in a few houss. For example, most farms depend on they ask; but also, that within the limits of their duty and trust,
is so important to everyone in the West today, i % electricity for irrigation, and for operating milking machines, the company officials do not have the power or the authority to
we'd like to give you a quick report on this past ’ % W 7 q / chicken-incubators and brooders, and tens of thousands of homes meet such demands.
year. . taken from our Annual Report for 1952, 2 7 A e have electric freezers. Many factéries such as glass plants, steel With the assistance of the supervisory forces and the aid of
/ plants, and cement plants, can be caused serious loss and damage its many employees who are still loyal to their responsibility of
by even a short interruption. Interruption of service to hOSpit&l! public service, the company will use everv resource at its com=

; : b iy where surgery and therapeutic devices depend on electricity, may mand in an attempt to maintain vital electric service.
1952 Highlights ’ endanger life within a few minutes. Therefore, regardlc'ss of '

B SN 4 ' whether there is a law of man against using the strike to stop the W. C. MULLENDORE, President

a million dollars on tgu:t?: spent half New telephones went in fast. More than a public service of electricity, every dictate of morality, common b, i T e wln .
i Pgoons n. million people in the Pacific West applied for
f“;rlpzlzfmhf)nu in wages and related bene- telephones during the year. In most cases we
its for telephone employees amounted to more were able to install them without delay. Enough

than $21,000 : .
o e . 1953 a. | telePhone buildings, new lines and equipment SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY

1 were built during 1952 to serve the total needs
;2‘;"2:_";{‘1’033;:7& g’::"p::“ r:l:, ::'}‘:” of a new city the size of San Francisco. At the
almost double what it was tenl years ag-(; same time, we continued to make the telephone
W Microwave radio relay facilities were ex- needle na'tnonal def.er.ue > ﬁmtf o.rfier W b»l.“i-
tended to Portland, Seattle and San Diego ness. And in both military and civilian service,
...helping us to handle more long distance 1952 was a year of beleph(?ne. progress. And we’ll
talls than ever, and bringing network tele- do all we can to match it in the years ahead.
vision to these cities for the first time.
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